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_ACC@SS to
justice model

Underpinning Treesistance is a forest guardians’ model. The objective to
provide the tools and resources to the local Indigenous communities, so
they can effectively defend the forest and carry out their role as the
custodians for one of the planet’s most important ecosystems.

The forest guardians model starts with a demarcation plan. This involves
drawing clear lines of where the Indigenous territories are and making
the necessary land claims.

Once these demarcations have been created groups of forest guardians
will carry out patrols and surveillance within the communities. This
identifies and halts illegal activity and deforestation caused by loggers,
soy farmers, mining companies and cattle ranchers that are illegally
invading their territories. Importantly, evidence gathered on larger scale
operations needs to reach public prosecutors and the Federal Police to
ensure appropriate action is taken.

The members of the communities taking part comprise everyone from
the chiefs and teachers to doctors - these guardians will take turns
patrolling the area using GPS cameras.

At the moment there are forest guardians active in three territories that
represents 710 km? in the Amazon. The idea is to scale this up and six
new forest guardian teams will be created in 2023, which will bring more
than 1500 km? under protection.

It’s a model that is expandable, proven (featured in the last UN module
on Forest & Fauna) and can be replicated globally. The aim is to start
with Brazil and build out in the Amazon before expanding to other tropi-
cal forests in Africa and Asia. It’s a simple but disruptive idea that will
help to change the existing systems by giving power back to the com-
munities on the ground.

To help make all this happen the Sinchi Foundation recently appointed
Dr Tim Boekhout van Solinge as Head of Forest Crime Prevention. Tim’s
role will be to lead ‘on the ground’ actions and activities relating to
coordinating access to justice strategies with Indigenous leaders and
law enforcement. His background is criminology and he’s a UN author
specialising in forest and wildlife crime, organised crime and communi-
ty-based forest crime prevention.

Each new group of Forest Guardians
in 2023 will be sponsored by an
IR member firm.

In the following pages, you will hear from these firms about why they got
involved, what this project means to them and why protecting primary
rainforest should be important to everyone.
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This Treesistance access to justice model will be

supported by three other strategic pillars: Re N ewa b I e
* Digital Equity - Project Amazon Connect. E n e rg y Tra n S I t I O n

* Renewable Energy Transition - Project Green Natives.
» Sustainable Economic Development - Project Indigenous Equity.

Currently, there is a reliance on fossil fuels powering boats and other transport in
the Amazon. Travelling over huge distances is expensive. The deeper one travels
into the jungle, the more difficult and expensive everything becomes. This leads to
abuse including the sexual exploitation of women in the region and locks people
into a cycle of poverty. Often Indigenous peoples living in such remote locations

D . 't I E '.t spend most of their spare funds on logistics, travelling from A to B. Solving these
Ig I a q u I y financial challenges is essential in combatting inequality.

Access to justice is linked with digital connectivity and technology. For the
campaign to work, the forest guardians need to be able to send information

in real time. Therefore, it’s critical to have access to good communications S u Sta i n a b I e ECO n O m iC

networks.

The communities take pictures with GPS coordinates to document illegal DeveIOpme nt

activity — these coordinates are needed by the authorities to prove illegality

and to take appropriate action to remove such operations. For the team at Sinchi, this is possibly the most important long-term factor. The
campaign must show to Indigenous and non-indigenous peoples that the forest is

In addition, the introduction of the internet will also have a positive impact worth more standing than it is felled. With sustainable development, communities

on both the healthcare and education sectors, to further support the most will be able to thrive and dedicate more time to preservation and regeneration.

vulnerable, the young and the future of their people.
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"Everything is
Interconnected”

According to Tom Wheeler, the four elements must be considered as
one: “If one is achieved but not another, there could be good
short-term results, but it will ultimately fall down. Everything is inter-
connected.

“The Treesistance campaign is an active and optimistic
refusal to comply with a system that exploits nature.
It’s focused on the protection of the rain forest through
prevention, on community building and storytelling.
These stories are essential if the word is going to get
out beyond the forest and into the wider world.”
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Chief

Dada

Crucially, the Sinchi team has an influential ally in Chief Dada
Borari of the Mard Indigenous Territory. The inhabitants of Maro
are on the frontlines of the resistance to defend the forest and
have become a shining example for other Indigenous communities
in the region.

Dada recently featured in the movie ‘The Letter’, in which he met
the Pope as the voice of the Indigenous peoples of the Amazon.
Amazingly, ‘The Letter’ was viewed some 6 million times in the
first few months of release.

The participation of Chief Dada in the campaign is essential, as he
leads the expansion and implementation of the Forest Guardians
model throughout the Amazon.
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If you would like to know more about the project and how you can get involved,
please contact tom@treesistance.com

Nature is taking back its power
Join the fight of the decade
Join the Treesistance

www.treesistance.com
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